St. Mary’s Parish
The 2nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
January 16, 2022
Year C
Isaiah 62.1-5
1 Corinthians 12.4-11
John 2.1-12

Our Mission:
“Together Building Up the Body of Christ”
Parish Priest: Father Mirek Kostarzewski
St. Mary’s Parish
6 McMillan Avenue
Red Deer AB, T4N 5X8
Ph.: 403-347-3114
Fax: 403-346-5115
Visit us at our website:
stmarysparishreddeer.ca
email: StMarys.RedDeer@caedm.ca
MASS TIMES

Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 9am, 11am & 7pm

Daily Mass:
7pm Tuesday
9am Wednesday - Friday
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday: 1:00-4:00pm
Tuesday - Thursday:
10:00am to Noon;
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Friday: 10:00am to Noon

24 HOUR ADORATION
At your own home

Liturgical Guidance
Masks are mandatory while
attending Mass.
Two metres of physical distancing must be maintained
between households, or two close contacts for those
living alone.

We are at 1/3 fire code capacity limit.
Please enter the church at the alley entrance.
The doors will be locked when Mass starts.
Masks are mandatory while attending Mass.
Hand sanitizing hygiene and pew sanitizing
protocols are in effect.
Please continue to bow as the sign of peace.
Congregational singing is suspended at this time.

If you have COVID symptoms please stay at home.
The dispensation from the obligation to attend
Sunday Mass continues.
Weddings and Funerals have a 50 person
capacity limit.
Thank you for your continued support and
understanding.

On behalf of the Parish Team…
Thank you for the many cards, gifts, and chocolates for the
parish staff and Father Mirek. It was much appreciated along
with your support and prayers.
We acknowledge the gift of time that our volunteers have
given to make our Christmas Masses joyful and safe.
Thank you to all who donated flowers and the
decorators that helped make the church look
beautiful this Christmas Season.
May God Bless you and keep you safe in 2022.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Please contact Charmaine at 403-347-3114 ext. #4
charmaine.marcinek@rdcrs.ca or
our website: stmarysparishreddeer.com

BAPTISM: (under 7 years old)

Baptisms are being held on a regular basis.

1st EUCHARIST and CONFIRMATION:
Registration open until January 31.

MARRIAGE:

If you are interested in getting married in the Catholic
Church, you need to contact the Parish Office
at least 6 months ahead of time.

January 16-22
Sunday: †Frank Groenen
Sunday: Brent and Terry Baker (50th Anniversary)
Sunday: All Parishioners
Tuesday: †E.R. & †C.M. Dittrich
Wednesday: Olga Puchala
Thursday: †Elmer Klein
Friday: †Ed Powell
Saturday: †Jose Gimbo Dizon
Donation Options for weekly/monthly
Contributions
Parishioner donations support the operating costs of
the church, rectory and the overall maintenance of the
Parish. We are thankful for the many parishioners
who have so graciously donated to St. Mary’s Parish
during the pandemic. If you would like to donate and
have not been able to, here are some options you may
consider: Drop off your envelope at the office or mail
it to St. Mary’s Parish. Pre-authorized debit or
E-transfer (Theresa.Hopper@caedm.ca) or
Donate button on our website.
Thank you for your support.
Reminder: Do not leave any valuables in your car
and always lock your doors. Please do not leave
purses unattended in the pews.

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK/CONFESSION/
FUNERALS:
Please contact the Parish Office at 403-347-3114.

2022 The Knights of Columbus Annual
Wheelchair Sunday Fundraiser

The Knights of Columbus will be holding their annual
Wheelchair Fundraising Drive
February 12-26

More information will be available in the weeks to come.

The Pope’s Monthly Intention
January: True Human Fraternity
We pray for all those suffering from religious
discrimination and persecution; may their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being
brothers and sisters in the human family.
Pope Francis Twitter
The prophet Jeremiah tells us that God has “plans for
our welfare and not for evil, to give us a future and
hope” (29:11). We should be unafraid, then, to make
room for peace in our lives by cultivating dialogue
and fraternity among one another.
The issue of migration, together with the pandemic
and climate change, has clearly demonstrated that we
cannot be saved alone and by ourselves: the great
challenges of our time are all global.

ARCHBISHOP SMITH: WALKING
TOGETHER INTO THE FUTURE
December 29, 2021

In this year-end interview, Archbishop
Richard Smith addresses indigenous
relations, the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, and walking on a synodal way of
being or walking together.
Click here to watch the interview.
Catholic Renewal Services of the
Archdiocese of Edmonton
Are you looking for your faith to come alive or to
enkindle a new fire in your spiritual life?
Join the Catholic Renewal Services on
February 18, 19 & 20,
each evening from 7:00 pm by Zoom for our
conference, ‘Elijah Restoration’. John Connelly, a
Catholic evangelist, will be our speaker and
Shophar, our music ministry.
Registration is $25 and for more information see:
www.ccredmonton.info/events.
Set this time aside and be prepared to be blessed in
your relationship with the Lord.

Saturday Holy Hour

A Holy Hour of Adoration is offered at
St. Mary’s Parish, each Saturday
morning, from 8-9am and is open for all
parishioners that wish to spend an Hour
with Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, present in the Tabernacle.
Please note that on the First Saturday of the Month,
the start time is 7:30am.
Check out EDGE 2022
Instagram: @rdcrsym
Facebook: RDCRS Youth
Ministry Page
Red Deer Catholic Youth Ministry
Website: Email: jeanette.manser@rdcrs.ca

The WINDOW is the single source of news from the
Archdiocese – a window into our Catholic
community. The new newsletter combines the best of
the old Quid Novum and Grandin newsletters. Why
‘WINDOW’? It is easy to understand. It embodies
transparency. It illustrates faith. And it symbolizes
multi-way communication. Since mid-September,
subscribers to either newsletter have continued to
receive their requested Catholic news, now under the
combined WINDOW name.
To subscribe please click:
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/c6j0W1h/window

At the Origins of our Universe – Jesus and the Big Bang
Ron Rolheiser

Recently NASA launched the James Webb Space Telescope into space, the biggest and most expensive telescope ever built.
It will take six months for it to travel a million miles from the earth, find its permanent place in space, and then start transmitting pictures back to Earth. Those
pictures will be such as have never seen before. The hope is that it will enable us
to see much further into space than we’ve ever seen before, ideally to the very
ends of our still expanding universe, right to the first particles that issued forth
from the original explosion, the Big Bang, that began time and our universe.
Scientists estimate that our universe began 13.7 billion years ago. As far as we
know, prior to that there was nothing in existence, as we understand that today
(except for God). Then, out of this seeming nothingness, there was an explosion
(the Big Bang) out of which everything in the universe including our planet earth
formed. As with any explosion, the parts that were the most intimately intertwined with the expelling force are those driven furthest away.
Thus, when investigators try to determine the cause of an explosion they are particularly interested in finding and examining those pieces that were most closely
tied to the original force of the explosion, and generally those pieces have been
blown furthest away.
The force of the Big Bang is still going on and those parts of our universe that
were most intimately intertwined with its beginnings are still being driven further
and further into space.
Scientists are investigators, probing that original explosion. What the James
Webb Space Telescope hopes to see is some of the original parts from that unimaginable explosion that gave birth to our universe because these parts were there
at the very beginning, at the origins of everything that exists. By seeing and examining them, science hopes to better understand the origins of our universe.
Looking at the excitement scientists feel around this new telescope and their
hopes that it will show us pictures of particles from the beginning of time, can
help us understand why the Evangelist, John, has trouble restraining his enthusiasm when he talks about Jesus in his first Epistle.
He is excited about Jesus because, among other things, Jesus was there at the
beginnings of the universe and indeed at the beginnings of everything. For John,
Jesus is a mystical telescope through which we might view that primordial explosion that created the universe, since he was there when it happened.
Let me risk paraphrasing the beginning of the First Epistle of John (1, 1-4) as he
might have written it for our generation vis-a-vis our curiosity about the origins
of our universe:
You need to understand of whom and what I am speaking:
Jesus wasn’t just some extraordinary person who performed a few miracles or
even who rose from the dead.
We are speaking of someone who was there at the very origins of creation, who
himself is the foundation for that creation, who was with God when “the Big
Bang” occurred, and even before that.
Incredibly, we actually got to see him in the flesh, with human eyes, the God who
created “the Big Bang”, walking among us! We actually touched Him bodily. We
actually spoke with Him and listened to Him speak, he who was there at the origins of our universe, there when “the Big Bang” took place!
Indeed, He is the One who pulled the switch to set it off, with a plan in mind as to
where it should go, a plan that includes us.
Do you want to probe more deeply into what happened at our origins? Well,
Jesus is a mystical telescope to look through. After all, he was there at the beginning and unbelievably we got to see, hear, and touch him bodily!
Excuse my exuberance, but we got to walk and talk with someone who was there
at the beginning of time.
There are different kinds of knowledge and different kinds of wisdom, along
with different avenues for accessing each of them. Science is one of those avenues, an important one. For far too long theology and religion did not consider it
a friend. That was (and remains) a tragic mistake since science has the same
founder and same intent as theology and religion.
Theology and religion have been wrong whenever they have sought to undercut
science’s importance or its claims to truth. Sadly, science has often returned the
favor and viewed theology and religion as a foe rather than as a colleague. The
two need each other, not least in understanding the origins and intent of our
universe.
How do we understand the origins and intent of our universe? Science and Jesus.
Science is probing those origins in the interest of telling us how it happened and
how it is unfolding, while Jesus (who was there when it happened) is more interested in telling us why it happened and what it means.
January 4, 2022

BRIAN A. ADAIR
BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, NOTARY

BRIAN A. ADAIR B.A. (HONS) LL.B.
badair@telus.net
4921B - 47 ST. Red Deer, AB T4N 1R4
Ph. (403) 342-1777 Fax (403) 341-4775
RELIEVE PAIN
HEALTH EVALUATION

A-Associated Health
& Wellness

Decompression/Acupuncture/
Chiropractic
Call 403-342-care(2273)

Mount St. Francis
Retreat Centre
Cochrane, Alberta
403-932-2012
mtfrancis@shaw.ca

Buying or selling your home?
Contact Jigo George for a FREE consultation
Royal LePage Lifestyles Realty

403-872-6303 jigo@royallepage.ca
Support our Pastor through Prayer
“The Seven Petal Apostolate
of Prayer”

From the youngest to the oldest,
there is a ministry for you!
Adult Server
Altar Server
Hospitality
Proclaimer
Eucharistic Minister
Hospital Ministry…..
Call the office for details.

Contact Carol at
windsorburnsides@gmail.com

PRAYING THE ROSARY
Have you been thinking about how
to enrich your prayer life?
Come, pray the rosary with us!
No experience necessary!
Group recitation of the rosary:
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday after
daily Masses – in the church
Tuesday at 1pm:
The Holy Face and Rosary
for the priest

The advertisements on this page will expire June 28, 2021. To advertise on the next series beginning August 30, 2021 please contact the parish office, 347-3114.

